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Synopsis

a ceYou have a very lovely little girl,a « breathed the voice on the phone. And just like that, Susan
Young is drawn into a living nightmare.A stranger has kidnapped Sueéd ™s daughter, Veda. But he
doesna ™t want her money, only her sufferinga “and he will kill Veda if Sue doesna ™t follow his
every command. With detailed instructions, the faceless abductor leads Sue into a blinding
snowstorm on the longest night of the year, to a place she has not traveled to since childhood. The
voice on the other end of the line somehow knows Sue& ™s deepest, most chilling secreta “an
ominous incident from her past, buried long ago...Across the loneliest back roads of Massachusetts,
in the black expanse of a New England winter, Sue is forced to confront her most awful fears as she
is met at each step by ever increasing horrors created by a monster who is surely something less
than human. In the hope of saving her daughter from a kidnapper whose origin seems darker than
anything she could ever have imagined, Sue will discover just how much trauma and fright the
human body is capable of absorbing.Set over the course of a single night, Chasing the Dead is a
fast-paced, ferociously tense supernatural thriller. With the skill of masters like Dean Koontz and

David Morrell, Joe Schreiber has created a tableau of shock and horror, death and destruction, that

will draw you in and never let you go. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.
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Customer Reviews

This book starts off a little slow, but just like any thriller, once it builds momentum, you can’t stop.

This is a story about a woman trying to find her missing daughter, however aside from the typical



kidnap stories, this one is rather twisted. The main character was little hard for me to like and relate
to because the writer didn’t really give her a physical description or real personality, it seemed like
she was more an idea. Her estranged ex-husband who was missing seemed to be far more
interesting and understandable.Like | said before, the plot is straight forward: woman looking for
daughter, maniac calling woman and teasing her, woman screaming and promising to kill
maniac...blah blah blah, we’ve all read these kinds of stories before. The woman’s refusal to listen
to said maniac and constantly threatening him is annoying; because he’s the one holding all the
cards. Of course he can say and do whatever he wants. The gripping part of the story is that he
sends her on this bizarre scavanger hunt through these tiny towns in the middle of the night in a
snow storm. There is a nice supernatural element to the story which really peaks near the end, and
once revealed you'll be surprised that you didn’t piece it together sooner. Even though it starts off

predictable and boring, it's not, far from it. Just be patient with the first ten pages.

WOW! This was a book | couldn’t put down if | tried. The main character Due, (Veda’s mom)
receives a phone call telling her that her daughter has been kidnapped. Well at that point you think
your typical kidnapping story right? WRONG!!!! This woman is taken for a journey through he’ll all
night long. Hard hitting edge of your seat novel. Read in an afternoon, couldn’t put it down,
EXCELLENT READ!!

This book was recommended to me by a friend of mine. He told me how great it was so | was going
in expecting a great read. |, however, was very disappointed by it.The story is about a wealthy
divorcee one night returning home from work to get a call from a man stating he has kidnapped her
child (and the nanny). From this point on our protagonist is then, if she is to see her child again,
placed on a wild goose chase back to her childhood hometown (about 60 miles west) on the request
of our antagonist. As the story moves along we get a number of frightful, bizarre, and maybe even
supernatural events that occur as she drives from the town of her childhood to the seacoast of Cape
Anne, Massachusetts. A hidden past and the connection of a serial killer even may be behind all of
this.Though the novel moved very quick, the huge fault of this book was the inability of myself, the
reader, to have a suspension of disbelief in how our protagonist acts when confronted with her
many set pieces that she encounters. When something that is possibly or even probably
supernatural occurs, she acts as if it was normal, where the author even uses our antagonist as
exposition in explaining why he chose her. So, yeah, okay, she’s able to accept things of the

complete bizarre with little problems at all. When our protagonist finds people that are murdered that



she knows or cares for, she’s almost matter-of-fact about it. When animals that she thought were
dead and then suddenly once again are alive, she is not taken aback. When she sees deserted
ghost towns in Massachusetts she acts not all too surprised.There is even flaws in the story where
she is told not to speak to the police, or her child will be killed. But when she is arrested at one
point, she spills the beans on everything. Then the antagonist goes about as if it was okay. At points
the antagonist gives complete exposition of his whole reasoning almost to the point you could see
him as a James Bond villian telling his entire plan and our hero escaping to vanquish him. And the
town statue of an important person in the town squares of the places she goes seem almost
ludicrous since we discover that the honored person was a murdering sociopath. In today’s day and
age, a statue of one time heroes that actually have done some good are removed never mind
someone that is known to be evil.The ending of the story was so ridiculous and typical of B-movie
type novels that the whole ending was projected, including the required police sirens in the distance
approaching. The only good part was the last chapter and not because it worked, but more so
because it was negative; something needed since the story simply couldn’t have a happy ending
because what had occurred prior.Would | recommend this book? To be honest, | cannot say no. It
was a quick read. And if you are able to suspend disbelief better than |, you'll like it. The writing is
generally good in flow. So it is probably worth a read, just don’t get your hopes up as | did prior to

reading the first chapter.

There are several problems with this book.First, | didn’t really care much about the protagonist, Sue.
Instead of developing a background for the character that could give a reader a chance to
empathize with her, the book opens with an action scene - one that rivaled the "Perils of Penelope,
almost comical, no less. The character does lose most of her bumbling proclivities later on in the
book.The back story does unfold within the text of the book, but hacks the story into pieces. For
instance, Sue goes into a kind of fugue state to remember exactly what happened in their childhood
that instigates the story. The problem is she does it right in the middle of an action scene. One that
should have been a thriller/horror piece of the story.Since the events were several years apart,
perhaps this book would have benefited with a prologue detailing the events of childhood to fix the
first two observances here.Then there are the metaphors, long flowery ones, sometimes as long as
a paragraph or two. They’re fine and original as they stand, but they are plunked down in the middle
of or immediately following an action scene. Pretty much deflating the horror/thriller aspect of it.
Such metaphors should be used during more contemplative parts of a story, of which there were

very few in this book.Finally, | found the epilog less than satisfying. The character did not seem to



change or learn much after her ordeal.Too bad. This could have been a 5-star book with a little
content editing.
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